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Report on the interconvictional activities of the European Network in 
the frame of the G3I working group   

By François Becker, coordinating the G3I 
 

1. Activities of the G3I since the Annual Conference of Strasbourg 
 
SInce the annual conference of Strasbourg, the G3I met 5 times in Paris : 21 May 2008, 25 

September 2008, 17 november 2008, 12 January 2008 and 17 March 2009.  
 
As it decided to do so, the G3I proceeded to an enlrgment of its membership in order to be more 

representative of the different cultures, convictions and schools of thoughts in Europe. It comprises presently 
22 members coming from 7 European countries and representing most of the convictions and cultures 
present in Europe, except oriental philosophies.   

 
The G3I continue dits reflexion on Europe and Laïcity. All the minutes of this work can be 

obtained on request from François Becker (f.becker@noos.fr ). This work led th G3I to organize a 
colloquium that is planned to be hold in 2010 at Brussels on the theme: “Laïcity and Europe : Democratic 
spaces and expressions of convictions”. The G3I intends to organize this colloquium with the support of 
the BEPA (Bureau of European Policy Advisers) to show its willingness to work with both the Council of 
Europe and the European Commission. 

 
The G3I was invited by Véronique de Keyser, member of the European Parliament, to present its 

work at the colloquium that she organised the 3rd of March 2009 at the European Parliament in Brussels. 
François Becker gave a talk entitled : «  Laïcity and Europe : Intercultural and Interconvictionnal 
Approach ». The written version of this talk is available in French on request from François Becker. It will 
be published in the proceedings of this colloquium.  This talk sums-up the present reflexion of the G3I.  

2. Some recommendations made on behalf of the G3I  
 
 In his talk at the colloquium held the 3rd of March 2009 at the European Parliament, François 
Becker made several recommandations about the « duality separation/relation » between states and religions 
and about the set-up of « regular, transparent and ope dialogues » initiated by the Lisbon Treaty, in order to 
eliminate all secret and occult actions and pressures. 
About the organiszation of these relations : 
- organise dialogues that are not only bilateral, i.e. only a succession of meetings with each of the religions or 
schools of thoughts, but also dialogues that are multilateral, i.e. welcoming in the same meeting people 
representing different religions or schools of thoughts in order to have a true confrontation of positions.  
- insure that these dialogues are public and are initiated either by the commission or by the different parties 
of these dialogues with an agenda agreed by all participants. 
- weight the different proposals according to the representativity of the organisations making them.  
- publish the programme of these meetings indicating the themes to be discussed, the participants, and the 
objectives ; publish the minutes presenting the mains proposals made by the participants and the conclusions 
if any.  
 
About the organizations invited to these dialogues :  
- establish a status equivalent to the particpatory status of the Council of Europe for the international 
organisations that are to be invited to these consultations, or recognize directly those association that are 
awarded the participatoryu status of the Council of Euorpe.  
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- do not limit the consultation to the hierarchies of religions, but consult also association representatives of 
bielievers that can present another point of views depending on their experiences and expertise on issues of 
interest to Europan Union. 
- consult representative associations socially organized representing philosophical secular convictions, 
without discriminations according to the second principle of laïcity.  
- consult interconvictionnal representative associations, since they have already made a work of synthesis.  
- publish the complete list of the associations that are consulted with their coordinates as it is the case for the 
INGa enjoying the participatory status of the Council of Europe.. 
 
 Finally during its debates, the G3I arrived at the conclusion that a secular public space was missing. 
A particular space that would allow a true dialogue and exchange of ideas, public expressions of convictions 
carrying common values nurtured by the cultures originating from religions (christian, jewish and muslim, 
among others) that are often different form that of the corresponding religious institutions.  This space migh 
allow also the elaboration of a political line. The G3I request the creation of such a space that has to be 
clearly defined. 

 
 

Note of information: 
 
François Becker has been able to speak with M. Das Neves, Director of the BEPA, who appeared very open 
to a meeting with the European Network and with the G3I.  




